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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 8824 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CH 

SUBJECT: PRC AMBASSADOR HUANG CHEN DEPARTS PARIS 

1. COMPLETING A STAY OF OVER NINE YEARS, PRC AMBASSADOR 
HUANG CHEN, CHINA' S MOST SENIOR DIPLOMAT ABROAD, DEPARTS 
PARIS FOR PEKING MARCH 29. DURING HIS TENURE, PARIS HAS 
BEEN THE CENTER OF PRC DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITIES, NOT ONLY 
FOR EUROPE BUT AS A SITE FOR NEGOTIATIONS ON THE ESTAB- 
LISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH A WIDE VARIETY OF 
THIRD COUNTRIES. IN ADDITION. IT HAS OF COURSE BEEN 

THE PRIMARY POINT OF CONTACT BETWEEN THE U. S. AND THE PRC FOR 
CULTURAL EXCHANGES AND TRADE MATTERS. 

2. REFLECTING BOTH HUANG 1 S OWN PERSONAL STATURE AND 
IMPORTANCE GOF ATTACHES TO ITS RELATIONS WITH PEKING, 

FRENCH HAVE GIVEN UNUSUALLY HIGH LEVEL ATTENTION TO 
AMBASSADOR’ S DEPARTURE. HE WAS GUEST OF HONOR AT 
LUNCHEONS HOSTED BY ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER BETTENCOURT 
AND BY PRESIDENT POMPIDOU. AT POMPIDOU LUNCHEON MARCH 27 
PRESIDENT EXPRESSED HOPE THAT HIS FORTHCOMING TRIP TO 
PEKING THIS FALL " WILL MARK A NEW STEP IN THE PROGRESS OF 
OUR RELATIONS," AND NOTED GOF INTEREST AS WELL AS HIS 
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OWN PERSONAL INTEREST IN EXTENSION AND DEEPENING OF 
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN PRC AND GOF. POMPIDOU CHARACTERIZED 
HUANG AS " AN INCOMPARABLE ARTISAN OF SINO- FRENCH FRIENDSHIP.” 

3. EVENING OF MARCH 27 HUANG HOSTED LARGE RECEPTION AT 
PRC EMBASSY. GOF REPRESENTED BY ACTING FONMIN BETTENCOURT, 
ALAIN PEYREFITTE, SECRETARY GENERAL OF UDR, AND GEOFFROY 
DE COURCEL, SECRETARY GENERAL OF QUAI D' ORSAY. AMBASSADOR 
IRWIN AND MESSRS. KUBISCH, HOLMES AND ANDERSON ATTENDED. SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR WAS NOT SEEN AND WE RECOGNIZED ONLY ONE OF HIS 
SENIOR STAFF AT RECEPTION. 

IRWIN 
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